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Taking readers on a breathtaking visual and scientific adventure, renowned physicist Brian Cox

reveals the Solar System as you have never seen it before: from Saturn&#39;s moons, where giant

ice fountains spout into space and oceans are made of liquid methane, to Jupiter, where storms

rage that are twice the size of Earth and giant super-volcanoes dominate its tortured moon of

Io.Professor Cox takes you on a journey of discovery where alien worlds become places you can

see and explore. He introduces you to the planets and moons beyond our world, finding the biggest

and most bizarre and powerful natural phenomena. He visits some of the most spectacular and

extreme locations here on Earth to unveil what our planet can reveal about the wonders of the Solar

System.Employing his trademark authoritative yet down-to-earth approach, Brian explores how

these previously unseen phenomena have dramatically expanded our horizons with new

discoveries about the planets, their moons, and how they came to be the way they are.Includes 500

diagrams and full-color photographs
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Companion to the highly popular television series which was first aired by the BBC back in 2010,

Brian Cox takes us on a personal guided tour from the birth of the Solar System to the far reaches

of the Sun's influence and what lies beyond.The book is split into five main chapters which follows

the episodes of the TV series; The Wonder (intro), Empire of the Sun, Order Out of Chaos, The Thin



Blue Line, Dead or Alive and the final chapter Aliens. Topics include; Historical account of the

motion of the planets, The life and death of the Sun, Saturn and its moons, craters on Mercury, the

atmospshere of Venus, Jupiter and it's moons, Martian volcanoes and the search for life in the Solar

System.This is not your usual run-of-the-mill astronomy book but then again it was not your usual

run-of-the-mill TV series. The planets were discussed from a very different angle and not in the

usual order of distance from the Sun, which in my opinion makes it unique amongst books about the

Solar System and a refreshing change.What I also like about this book is that concepts are uniquely

explained using real analogies here on Earth so it made them easier to understand. There are many

images of Brian in various poses, doing things (like wearing solar glasses!) and with various

pondering stares across landscapes. The TV series was shot in many exotic locations around the

world so you could be forgiven to think that the book is Brian's personal travel photo album!The few

critiques I have about the book is that the style of graphics gives the book a retro 1980's feel... I

wasn't too keen on the grey background for some of the images, black would have been much

better.
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